It's probably time to

focus on other aspects
of your application.

>y

Yes

< 1 month

Some

Research
additional

materials you can
use this time.

—_—

No

No

Include extra practice
tests in your studies
from now on.

Aim to take a
full-length test every
two weeks at
minimum.

The

Mag&egsh

Guide to
Retaking the GRE

Should you retake the GRE?

Did you score in the 90th

percentile or higher on a
previous test?

Research the
applications process
at your target schools.
Find out the average
GRE scores of
accepted students and
how strongly they
value those scores. If
you can't find
information online,
email the program
faculty or admissions
office to find out what
they value most in
applicants.

Yes No

Do you know your target

programs' average scores?
No

Yes

Did you score above average?

No

How much time do you have

until applicatio%/

1-2 months

How much other work does your

\appllcaﬂonneed?/

None

2+ months

Did you study before your
previous test?

\/

Yes

\ /

Do you feel you made a large
improvement the first time you

\ studied?

Yes

No

No

Are you sure your application

doesn't need other attention?

Yes

Alright, so you're going to retake the GRE! Where
do you go from here?

Choose a study
schedule to follow for
your preparation this

/ " time around.

Did you use a study schedule or
have guidance through your
preparation?

\\/

Yes

Did you use good, helpful

No / Don't know Yes

Do you need more material?

Yes

| don't know
Do you have more than a
hundred unseen practice
guestions and at least 1-2
\ unfinished practice tests?
No
Yes
Do those remaining questions
include topics which have given
\ you difficulty in the past? /
Yes
Do you feel test stress drastically
brought down your score on test
day?
Yes
Read and learn how to
. . improve your pacing:
Have you practiced your pacing?
\\/ « Math
» Verbal (esp. Reading!)
No / Not much
Yes From now on, do almost all
of your preparation with a
clock.
Have you been practicing
relaxation techniques and
confidence building?
Read these blogs on
how to decrease test
No C
Yes anxiety:
* Stress Genes
* Breath
How many full-length practice : % Thinkin
¢ Fosiuve Tninking
tests have you taken? Osiive
\/ They're about various
0-2 test, but that's alright—all
standardized tests bring
3+ up the same stress
issues.

Do you know your weaknesses?

No / Maybe

Go through your previous prep methodically and find

guestions you got wrong. Figure out why you got them wrong

Yes, definitely

and what you need to improve.

Get studying! If you don't have a schedule to follow, make
one for yourself. Distribute your study time evenly between
focused review of your weaknesses, timed practice of all
skills, and full-length tests.

Use both material you're already seen (up to 4 times) and
new material.

Happy studying!
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